Notes from “Off the Map Live”, November 2, 2007
By Jeff Glass

Thoughts by Brian McLaren

The shift we’re facing in the church is a lot like the shift music is going through. Traditional classical music is always looking backward. Your job is to play the music accurately. Your job is to take the script, that is a moment of inspiration of the composer, and make it a moment of inspiration for all of history. There’s not a lot of creativity in this task. Our job is to play it again and again, completely faithfully. The musicians may change, but the music is to remain the same.

This is very, very different than what happens in jazz. Jazz involves improvisations. There’s structure in the music, but not a score. There’s a chord chart, but a note-by-note score. Within the fixed-pattern of the structure, what is the inspiration that comes in the moment? Jazz musicians are always seeking inspiration and creativity. 

Even as we speak, we are seeking to be creative in putting our words together and thinking ahead to how the sentence is going to end as we’re beginning it.

Our seminaries primarily teach classical music. When the students get out on the streets, they find-out that people aren’t seeking out this type of music. 

What would happen if classical musicians said we can no longer improvise? Or, if we banned classical music? Instruments, like the organ or clarinet were all creative changes within the music world and were created after classical music began.

Seminaries are actually making changes faster than churches. Market conditions for students forces a lot of the changes, in addition to their ability to view church history. However, the students leaving these seminaries, who think differently now, are having a difficult time serving in “classical” churches.

Seminaries in the future need to be one part monastery, mission agency and seminar. One other positive aspect of seminary is they learn to live in community. What would schools be like if they received a grade from their fellow-students that measured their compassion for humanity? What would happen if students would not be given answers by their teachers, but questions and problems for the students to solve.

Thoughts by Diana Butler-Bass
She told the story of a Episcopal church in Santa Barbara that almost died for spiritual, financial and building reasons that turned around and became the fastest growing church in the county for a few years. 

Two questions that revitalizing churches ask:

     ♦ Who are we in God?

     ♦ What is God calling us to do?

These are not questions about setting-up programs in church. People are not looking for programs, but answers to the questions they are struggling with. We are in a time when people know we are dying and are asking these types of fundamental questions. 

Congregations are being renewed by a new attraction to Christian practices and by meeting the fundamental needs for the sake of God in the world. This includes justice, hospitality, healing, practicing forgiveness, dying well are not programs, but practices. It is a new way of living.  

Practice a renewal of tradition and seek wisdom are two focuses of congregations seeking renewal. 
