(Monday Lent Devotion)
Stopover in Jericho
“Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, "We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. He will be handed over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him and kill him. On the third day he will rise again."


The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know what he was talking about.

As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard the crowd going by, he asked what was happening. They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by."

He called out, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!"

Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!"

Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?"

    
"Lord, I want to see," he replied.

Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has healed you." Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they also praised God.










Luke 18:31-42


Before Jesus got to Jerusalem and was blessed by the Palm Sunday Parade, he traveled through Jericho. As he traveled, he tried to prepare his disciples as to what would happen when he arrived in Jerusalem. What he shared about being mocked, insulted, flogged and killed, was not what the disciples were expecting. They were still thinking that he was coming to conquer the Romans, not to become a victim of the Romans. Thus, even as Jesus loved his disciples and wanted to prepare them for the things to come, “The disciples did not understand any of this.” (Luke 18:34)

As they got closer to Jerusalem, they came to Jericho. A blind man was sitting on the side of the road begging. This was a common scene they had seen before. With the biggest heart-felt cry for help, the blind man shouts over and over again, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” (Luke 18:38)


When Jesus stopped and ask the man what he wanted, the blind man replied, “"Lord, I want to see." . . . Immediately, he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God.” (Luke 18:39, 43)


Were there any moments in this past week that you were confused and couldn’t figure something out? Is there anything in your life today that you would like help in understanding?


My #1 Gallup Strength is Strategic. My mind is always bouncing around trying to think of the best way to accomplish or organize something. When I can’t figure it out, I get frustrated and try other options. I must confess that when I can’t see the way, my first reaction is NOT to cry out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! Lord, I want to see.”

Can you relate to this? In what ways are you blind from seeing all that God has for you? 


As you think about the coming 24 hours, I would invite you to practice this prayer from the blind man in Jericho. In fact try saying it now, and repeat it often, even before you encounter your confusions or frustrations. 


If you discover any new blessings, please respond to this post and let us all hear your story!
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