Jesus Sets the Example. . .

“It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. . .  so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. . .
. . . When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. "You call me `Teacher' and `Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.  Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.                            











John 13:1-17

I’m always blown away when reading this passage. Three years the disciples have been with Jesus. For three years, they had seen Jesus set the example and heard his teachings and admonitions. You’d think by now they would get it!
The disciples had finished their preparations, or so they thought. They had gathered for the meal and were ready to start, when Jesus did something that really got their attention. Rather than acting like he was the center of attention in the honored position, he reminded the disciples of something very important that they had forgotten. He played the role of the servant in washing their feet, to clean them from the dirty roads they’d been walking.
Washing feet before eating was an important act of cleanliness in their culture. It was normally performed by a servant as people entered a house for a meal. Who forgot this detail? We don’t know. But Jesus turned it into a teachable moment by demonstrating that no one, even he, was above the responsibility of caring for others. 

The One whom we bow down to and worship, our King and Ruler of the Universe, was getting on his knees to wash the feet of the disciples. What a powerful example and memory he gives to his followers of how they should live-out their lives.

The now challenge comes to us. Do we get it? Though I’ve been a Christian since I was 17, there have been countless times when Jesus may have thought, “You’d think Jeff would get it by now!”. I, like the disciples, have forgotten what Jesus taught and modeled for us and done my own thing (even with the best of intentions). 
After demonstrating his love by setting this powerful example, he concludes this time by sharing, “Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.” (Jn. 13:17). 

What blessings are in store for us as we follow his example? Who knows! But one thing is for certain, Jesus always comes through with his promises!
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