Generosity and Joy
“One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?"

"The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: `Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' The second is this: `Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these."                         Mark 12:28-31

Have you seen any good movies lately? Two weeks ago, I saw Bucket List, starring Jack Nicholson and Morgan Freeman. I was expecting a comedy. Boy, was I surprised to watch a serious movie as two men think about what matters most in life and create their bucket list of things to do before they die. Both had terminal cancer.

After they created their joint list of things they wanted to do, they took-off on an around the world journey in a private jet, owned by the character Jack Nicholson played. One day, while sitting atop one of the pyramids in Egypt, Morgan Freeman told a story from Egyptian mythology. “Do you know what the Egyptians believed about what happens when someone dies? They go up to heaven and are met at a gateway. Someone answers the gate and asks two questions. Depending on how you answer the two questions depends upon whether you are admitted or not.”
Nicholson asked what the two questions were. Freeman responded, `Have you found joy in your life?’, and, `How are you sharing joy with others’?”

These questions impacted me a great deal and made me think about the Generosity sermon series at our church. Through Christ, God has poured uncountable riches upon us (see Ephesians 1:3-2:8). Though we may not feel wealthy, when compared to most of the Earth’s population, we are filthy rich. What do we share with others? How do we share with others?

After Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, he spent the next few days teaching his disciples and debating religious leaders. One of those debates is recorded in the Gospel of Mark, as listed above. In just a couple of sentences, Jesus summarizes all the Law from the Old Testament! He tries to make the truth of God as simple as he can to be understood by all. 
However, problems arise as we understand God’s truth. . . can we put it into practice? How can we live-out loving God with our whole being and loving others as much as we love ourselves? 
I really like the two questions from Bucket List. Somehow, they feel freeing. Sharing joy with others feels like one way we can fulfill the second commandment of loving our neighbor as we love ourselves. Last Saturday, Eric Lehman shared the story in his Lent Devotion about sharing homemade soup with a homeless man. I’m sure this brought joy to someone who was living outside in the cold! There are a 1000 other ways we can bring joy to others that might involve giving money or might not. I like to address cashiers at stores by name and compliment them on something. Obviously, this is a little thing. But imagine how the person would feel if every other customer were doing the same thing. The cashier would have a joy-filled day! 
How have you found joy through Christ? How do you share that joy with others? Who can you bless today and tomorrow with a joy-filled moment? As God has generously blessed us, let us be a blessing to others!
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